Special Section on Discrete Mathematics and Its Applications
Discrete Mathematics has been applied to various areas of electronics, information and communication and proved its importance as their foundations. This special section, planned every spring issue of the IEICE Transaction of Fundamentals, Communications, and Computer Sciences, aims for stimulating research in the area of discrete mathematics and its applications.
The 2001 Special Section includes nineteen full papers and four letter papers, which cover a variety of topics in the area such as algorithms and data structures, graphs and networks, information security, cryptography, coding theory, computational geometry, VLSI design, theory of automata, theory of computation, and parallel and distributed algorithms. These twenty-three papers were selected among forty-one submission through careful review.
As the Guest Editor of this special section, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all authors for their contributions. I greatly appreciate the voluntary work of all reviewers and also the remarkable efforts of the members of the Editorial Committee listed below. 
